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The Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study was to evaluate changes in work, collaboration, and

perspectives of general educators before and three years after the SSESS model was

implemented (between the 2001-02 and 2004-05 school year). Subjects address in the

survey on which this study is based include professional development, curriculum,

instruction, assessment, collaboration, communication, and beliefs regarding inclusion.

Research Method and Instrument Description

The General Educator Survey was developed by the Beacons of Excellence research

team. The development of the General Educator Survey was informed by extensive

individual and group interviews regarding factors related to successful outcomes for all

students at four high schools participating in the Beacons of Excellence research study.

Individuals interviewed included superintendents, school administrators, and state

directors of special education. Group interviews were conducted with administrators,

teachers, advisory committees, and parents. In addition, a literature review was conducted

to more fully develop a list of general educator response categories. Using this

information, a Beacons of Excellence research staff member and a teaching expert

developed the surveys. After completion, the General Educator survey was put online and

high school administrators at the four participating Beacons of Excellence schools were

asked to review and validate the survey.

Administration of the survey took place on the internet in May of 2002 and 2005.

The school principal scheduled a period of time during a professional development day

that was dedicated to the completion of the survey. All staff were requested to complete

the survey at that time.  Although the completion of the survey was anonymous, those
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who submitted the survey were sent to a web page that requested their email address to

identify who had completed it. After 4 days, staff who did not provide their email address

were prompted, by email, to complete the survey. Another email prompt was sent 4 days

later. A final email prompt was sent 2 days later.

Response Rate

High School General Educator Survey Response Rate
Year Total GE Teachers  Responses

2002 (Grades 10-12) 59 60 (100%)*

2005 (Grades 9-12) 90 92 (100%)*
*The number is greater than the total in this case because two dean/counselors
indicated “general educator” as their primary role.
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1. Respondents 2002 2005

Number of Respondents 60 92

Demographic Information

2. Currently, my primary teaching position is for… 2002 2005

Math 17% 13%

English 13 16

Science 10 12

Social Studies 10 14

World Language 7 8

Art/Music 10 8

IT/FACS/Business 12 12

Physical Education/Health 10 12

Other Secondary 12 4

ESL  0 1

3. The grade level(s) that I primarily teach is…
(choose all that that apply)

2002 2005

7th grade 2% 2%

8th grade 3 3

9th grade 7 58

10th grade 78 63

11th grade 85 65

12th grade 73 64
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4. The highest degree of education that I have
attained is a…

2002 2005

B.A. 34% 27%

M.A. 66 70

Specialist  0  0

Ph.D./Ed.D.  0 3

5. The typical number of “Inclusion” classes (classes
with general and special educators as teachers) I
currently teach in a day is…

2002 2005

0 classes 53% 69%

1 classes 19 14

2 classes 14 8

3 classes 3 3

4 classes  0 0

5 classes 10 7

6 classes 0 0

7 classes 0 0

Missing 2
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Professional Development

Professional Development: Items with substantial change  (10% or greater)

Item 6
Professional Development

Out of all the ways through which I
am exposed to new education
methods, the 3 that are most apt to
result in me changing the way I teach
areÉ

42%

29%

27%

10%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

Formal
meeting/interactions

with colleagues.

Technical
assistance,

consultation (on-
site).

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02

Item 7
Professional Development

The significant change(s) that last
occurred in my approach to teaching
happened becauseÉ

(choose only the top 3)
47%

46%

63%

33%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

I received
training/demonstration/presentation

by an off-campus expert which
changed my thinking. 

I obtained materials that facilitated a
change in my approach.

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02

Item 8
Professional Development

The 3 greatest barriers to my
implementing new teaching methods
areÉ

(choose only the top 3)
38%

36%

27%

50%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

They require more time to learn than I
can muster.

I do not get enough information to
make meaningful judgments about its

worth or viability.

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02
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Professional Development: All Items

6. Out of all the ways through which I am exposed to
new education methods, the 3 that are most apt to
result in me changing the way I teach are…

2002 2005

Conferences. 37% 34%

Workshops (off-site). 66 61

Informal interactions with colleagues. 70 70

Observation/demonstration. 42 39

Formal meeting/interactions with colleagues. 27 42

Scholarly (data-based) journal articles. 13 14

Interactive media (internet, databases). 15 12

Practice-oriented print materials. 8 12

Technical assistance, consultation (on-site). 10 29

One-way media. 2 4

7. The significant change(s) that last occurred in my
approach to teaching happened because… (choose
only the top 3)

2002 2005

I received training/demonstration/presentation by an off-
campus expert which changed my thinking.

63% 47%

I obtained information on my own that changed my
thinking.

52 48

I received training/demonstration/presentation by anon-
campus colleague which changed my thinking.

30 39

I obtained materials that facilitated a change in my
approach.

33 46

I took a university course that changed my thinking. 42 42

The principal mandated a change at the school level. 2 3

The principal mandated a change in a department or
grade level.

0 2

I was unable to obtain the materials/space needed for my
original approach.

5 8

The district mandated a change at the school level. 25 21

8. The 3 greatest barriers to my implementing new
teaching methods are… (choose only the top 3)

2002 2005
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They would require more time to implement than I can
muster.

65% 67%

Lack of relevancy to my situation. 47 45

They require more time to learn than I can muster. 27 38

I do not get enough information to make meaningful
judgments about its worth or viability.

50 36

There is not enough administrative support for  making
changes.

15 10

They involve too much of a change from the way I am
currently doing things.

15 13

There is too much resistance from my colleagues to
make it worth my effort.

22 21
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Teaching Approaches

Teaching Approaches: Items with substantial change  (10% or greater)

Item 10
Teaching Approaches

My approach to teaching is best
described asÉ

62%

38%

49%

51%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

More art than
science (intuitive).

More science than
art (systematic).

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02

Item 12
Teaching Approaches

Within a typical class, my lessons are
structured to include 3 of the
followingÉ

(choose the most frequent 3 used)

67%

57%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Discussion
(Students and

teacher verbally
interacting).

Percentage of respondents
2004-05 2001-02

Item 13
Teaching Approaches

When organizing instructional groups,
the groups areÉ

69%

24%

7%

81%

12%

7%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Heterogeneously
grouped.

Sometimes ability
grouped.

Usually ability
grouped.

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02
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Item 14
Teaching Approaches

I typically give___ hours of homework
to each student during an average
week.

34%

32%

19%

8%

5%

24%

36%

17%

14%

9%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

1 hour

2 hour

3 hour

4 hour

5 hour

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02

Item 15
Teaching Approaches

I use the following 3 activities most
frequently in my classes:

(choose the most frequent 3 used)

23%

13%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%

Workbook
activities.

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02

Item 16
Teaching Approaches

When I use discussion in my class, I
most frequently useÉ

11%

21%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%

Recitation
(checking for

understanding or
knowledge:

specific question
to specific
answer).

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02
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Teaching Approaches: All Items

9. My personal style with students is best described
as…

2002 2005

Informal 73% 70%

Formal 27 30

Missing 1 !

   

10. My approach to teaching is best described as… 2002 2005

More art than science (intuitive). 49% 62%

More science than art (systematic). 51 38

Missing 1

   

11. My relationship with teaching is best described
as…

2002 2005

Student focused (“I teach children”). 71% 73%

Curriculum or subject focused (“I teach a subject”). 29 27

12. Within a typical class, my lessons are structured
to include 3 of the following…  (choose the most
frequent 3 used)

2002 2005

Cooperative/Collaborative Learning (student groups). 58% 60%

Direct Instruction (lecture, whole class focus on
teacher).

83 80

Discussion (Students and teacher verbally interacting). 57 67

Peer tutoring. 15 11

Acting/debate/game-type activities. 3 7

Technology/Computer Assisted Instruction. 10 15

Independent work. 28 25

Student modeling of work examples. 20 16

Individual tutoring by teacher. 13 16

Video/Audio programming. 8 11
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13. When organizing instructional groups, the groups
are…

2002 2005

Heterogeneously grouped. 81% 69%

Sometimes ability grouped. 12 24

Usually ability grouped. 7 7

Missing 3 2

14. I typically give___ hours of homework to each
student during an average week.

2002 2005

1 hour 24% 34%

2 hour 36 32

3 hour 17 19

4 hour 14 8

5 hour 9 5

6 hour 0 2

7 hour 0 0

8 hour 0 0

9 hour 0 0

more than 9 hours 0 0

Missing 2 4
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15. I use the following 3 activities most frequently in
my classes (choose the most frequent 3 used)

2002 2005

Authentic teacher-produced activities (teacher-produced
worksheets, activities, etc.).

82% 86%

Student-driven productions (writing, acting, etc. -
teachers may assign, but not provide materials).

28 23

Textbook activities. 47 42

Discussion activities. 55 46

Research activities. 15 8

Workbook activities. 13 23

Manipulative activities (maps, charts, diagrams,
tangibles, artifacts, microscopes, etc.).

28 28

Competitions/games. 12 13

Trade book study-guide activities. 7 10

16. When I use discussion in my class, I most
frequently use…

2002 2005

Informed discussion (synthesize, analyze, and evaluate a
specific question or topic).

31% 33%

Inquiry-based discussion (hypothesis building; prior
knowledge assessment).

24 26

Recitation (checking for understanding or knowledge:
specific question to specific answer).

21 11

General discussion with tangents (talking). 24 28

Other. 0 2

Missing 2 1
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Behavior Expectations

Behavior Expectations: Items with substantial change  (10% or greater)

There are no items within the Behavior Expectations category that showed change of 10%
or more.

Behavior Expectations: All Items

17. The statement that best describes my
expectations for student behavior in my classroom
is…

2002 2005

My behavior expectations of students in my class vary,
depending on individual student needs or other
variables.

58% 64%

I expect students to accommodate a relatively fixed
behavior standard in my class.

42 36

Missing 1

   

18. Behavior expectations in my classroom… (choose
all that apply)

2002 2005

Include positive consequences. 62% 58%

Include negative consequences. 83 79

Are posted visibly on the wall. 27 22

Are published in a class “handbook.” 67 72
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Assignment Management

Assignment Management: Items with substantial change  (10% or greater)

Item 19
Assignment Management

To help students with planning around
my class, IÉ

(choose all that apply)

83%

68%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Post assignments
on the wall or on

the board.

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02

Item
Assignment Management

20. Students in my classes are
generally first informed of upcoming
assignments and activitiesÉ

6%

15%

31%

38%

2%

9%

5%

10%

40%

28%

7%

10%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

The day of.

The day before.

Three days before.

A week before.

Two weeks before.

A month before.

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02

Item 22
Assignment Management

I give extra credit forÉ

(choose all that apply)

50%

40%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Extra work, as
agreed on

between teacher
and student.

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02
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Assignment Management: All Items

19. To help students with planning around my class,
I… (choose all that apply)

2002 2005

Post assignments on the wall or on the board. 68% 83%

Assume students are responsible for managing planning
for assignments on their own.

42 42

Give students a written schedule of assignments. 33 27

Require students to maintain an assignment schedule. 17 16

   

20. Students in my classes are generally first
informed of upcoming assignments and activities…

2002 2005

The day of. 5% 6%

The day before. 10 15

Three days before. 40 31

A week before. 28 38

Two weeks before. 7 2

A month before. 10 9

Missing 2

   

21. In regards to assignments and tests, I allow
students to… (choose all that apply)

2002 2005

Improve graded assignments for a better grade. 23% 20%

Hand in late assignments with a penalty. 68 63

Re-take tests and quizzes for a better grade. 23 29

Hand in late assignments without a penalty. 17 21

I do not allow students to turn in late work. 18 23

I do not allow students to re-take tests. 52 47
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22. I give extra credit for… (choose all that apply) 2002 2005

Extra work, as agreed on between teacher and student. 40% 50%

Work that is exceptionally well done. 22 20

I do not give extra credit. 42 35

Work turned in before it is due. 3 2

High levels of attendance. 2 4
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Assessment Approaches

Assessment Approaches: Items with substantial change  (10% or greater)

Item 23
Assessment Approaches

Grading categories that go into
determining my studentsÕ cumulative
academic course grade areÉ

(choose all that apply)

62%

20%

77%

32%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Participation/effort.

Attendance.

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02

Item 24
Assessment Approaches

When I assign and evaluate student
academic work, I apply the same
rubric requirements and measures
toÉ

84%

16%

71%

29%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Most students in my class, with a
variance for students with students

with particular needs.

All students in my class, without
exception.

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02

Item 25
Assessment Approaches

Students in my classes usually get an
indication of their course gradeÉ

6%

61%

29%

5%

0%

3%

39%

41%

15%

2%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Daily.

Weekly.

Monthly.

Midway and at the end of the
quarter/semester.

At the end of the quarter/semester.

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02
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Item 26
Assessment Approaches

I usually communicate with parents
about student performanceÉ

(choose all that apply)

37%

40%

20%

27%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

At regular, prescribed times (other
than parent/student conferences).

Before parent-teacher conferences.

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02

Assessment Approaches: All Items

23. Grading categories that go into determining my
students’ cumulative academic course grade are…
(choose all that apply)

2002 2005

Classroom assignments/activities. 92% 87%

Homework. 80 74

Tests. 93 92

Quizzes. 82 80

Projects/presentations/performances. 78 75

Participation/effort. 77 62

Student portfolios. 8 3

Behavior. 40 33

Attendance. 32 20
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24. When I assign and evaluate student academic
work, I apply the same rubric requirements and
measures to…

2002 2005

Most students in my class, with a variance for students
with students with particular needs.

71% 84%

All students in my class, without exception. 29 16

Missing 1 4

   

25. Students in my classes usually get an indication of
their course grade…

2002 2005

Daily. 3% 6%

Weekly. 39 61

Monthly. 41 29

Midway and at the end of the quarter/semester. 15 5

At the end of the quarter/semester. 2 0

Missing 1 3

   

26. I usually communicate with parents about
student performance… (choose all that apply)

2002 2005

When students are having particular difficulties. 77% 74%

When students are having particular successes. 18 25

At parent-teacher conference. 85 85

At regular, prescribed times (other than parent/student
conferences).

20 37

Before parent-teacher conferences. 27 40

Does not apply.    
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Collaboration Among Teachers

Collaboration Among Teachers: Items with substantial change  (10% or greater)

There are no items within the Collaboration Among Teachers category that showed
change of 10% or more.

Collaboration Among Teachers: All Items

27. The units (not lessons) that I teach are
coordinated with the units of other departments by…
(choose all that apply)

2002 2005

The units I teach are independent of units in other
classes.

77% 71%

Interdisciplinary classes (class/content crossover). 10 3

Shared general themes. 13 23

Sharing of limited resources that result in coordination
and some overlap.

5 9

Team Teaching between departments. 0 1

   

28. What I teach within my course is coordinated
with the lessons in… (choose all that apply)

2002 2005

Other courses within my department. 62% 59%

Other departments. 3 9

The lessons that I teach are independent of other
classes/organizations.

40 42

External agency or businesses. 8 8
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Curriculum Development

Curriculum Development: Items with substantial change  (10% or greater)

Item 29
Curriculum Development

The school determines the content of
the subject that I teach down to the
level of theÉ

28%

34%

11%

20%

8%

32%

46%

5%

14%

3%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

The school does not determine the
content of the subject that I teach.

General course that I teach.

General topics within the course that I
teach.

General units within each topic area
that I teach.

Specific objectives of the lessons that I
teach within each unit.

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02

Item 32
Curriculum Development

I align my class activities with the
following resources (choose all that
apply)

41%

65%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Graduation
standards.

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02

Item 34
Curriculum Development

When the school gives me curriculum
goals to meet, it gives me adequate
supplies for me to meet those goals.

2%

47%

33%

12%

6%

0%

33%

29%

29%

9%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

Strongly Agree 

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02
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Curriculum Development: All Items

29. The school determines the content of the subject
that I teach down to the level of the…

2002 2005

The school does not determine the content of the subject
that I teach.

32% 28%

General course that I teach. 46 34

General topics within the course that I teach. 5 11

General units within each topic area that I teach. 14 20

Specific objectives of the lessons that I teach within
each unit.

3 8

Missing 1 1

   

30. I am comfortable with what the school wants me
to teach…

2002 2005

Strongly Agree 36% 39%

Agree 55 57

Neutral 5 3

Disagree 0 1

Strongly Disagree 3 0

Missing 2 1

31. I focus my instructional objectives primarily on
the scope and/or sequence of the…

2002 2005

State standards of learning. 10% 17%

My personal, professional standards. 14 16

My department-determined standards. 37 31

School-determined standards (including graduation
standards).

24 23

District standards. 9 10

Missing 1 2
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32. I align my class activities with the following
resources (choose all that apply)

2002 2005

My personal resources. 80% 79%

A textbook series. 62 62

Graduation standards. 65 41

Parent/community. 12 14

A commercial education program. 5 2

   

33. I am satisfied with the teaching methods that the
school wants me to use

2002 2005

Strongly Agree 24% 22%

Agree 66 73

Neutral 7 4

Disagree 2 0

Strongly Disagree 2 0

Missing 1 2

34. When the school gives me curriculum goals to
meet, it gives me adequate supplies for me to meet
those goals.

2002 2005

Strongly Agree 0% 2%

Agree 33 47

Neutral 29 33

Disagree 29 12

Strongly Disagree 9 6

Missing 2 2
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35. When new curriculum directions are established,
I am provided with the training needed in order to be
successful.

2002 2005

Strongly Agree 3% 0%

Agree 40 47

Neutral 35 38

Disagree 16 11

Strongly Disagree 7 3

Missing 2
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Extra Support for Students

Extra Support for Students: Items with substantial change  (10% or greater)

Item 36
Extra Support for Students

36. When I have students who need
additional assistance, I usually have
themÉ

60%

34%

73%

20%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Work with a peer in
class.

Go to a ÒresourceÓ
teaching during

class.

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02

Item 38
Extra Support for Students

38. I use class time to teach study
strategies to all students in the
classÉ

57%

43%

76%

24%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Yes

No

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02
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Extra Support for Students: All Items

36. When I have students who need additional
assistance, I usually have them…

2002 2005

Work with a peer in class. 73% 60%

Go to a “resource” teacher before or after class. 18 24

Meet with me before or after school. 88 86

Go to a “resource” teaching during class. 20 34

Link up with an ongoing study companion. 10 12

Receive computer/technology assisted instruction. 8 8

   

37. Currently I have schedule time to be available to
help students outside of class…

2002 2005

More than 5 hours per week. 25% 28%

Three to five hours per week. 17 20

One to two hours per week. 17 9

Less than one hour per week. 2 1

I do not have scheduled times to assist students. I
endeavor to help whenever asked.

39 42

Missing 1 2

   

38. I use class time to teach study strategies to all
students in the class…

2002 2005

Yes 76% 57%

No 24 43

Missing 1 2
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Knowledge of Students with IEPs

Knowledge of Students with IEPs: Items with substantial change  (10% or greater)

There are no items within the Knowledge of Students with IEPs category that showed
change of 10% or more.

Knowledge of Students with IEPs: All Items

39. I am well informed of which students in my class
have an IEP.

2002 2005

Strongly Agree 25% 32%

Agree 61 53

Neutral 7 10

Disagree 7 6

Strongly Disagree 0 0

Missing 1 3

   

40. I am well informed of the particular disabilities
that students within my classes have.

2002 2005

Strongly Agree 17% 21%

Agree 58 50

Neutral 12 14

Disagree 14 13

Strongly Disagree 0 1

Missing 1 2



High School: SSESS Project:
General Educator Survey Results, 2002 & 2005

29

Parent Involvement in Classes

Parent Involvement in Classes: Items with substantial change  (10% or greater)

There are no items within the Parent Involvement in Classes category that showed change
of 10% or more.

Parent Involvement in Classes: All Items

41. Volunteer parents currently work with me in
approximately…

2002 2005

More than 30 classes in a typical month. 0% 0%

20-29 classes in a typical month. 0 0

10-19 classes in a typical month. 0 0

5-9 classes in a typical month. 0 1

Less than 5 classes in a typical month. 3 2

0 classes in a typical month. 97 97

Missing 2 2

   

42. The volunteer parents who currently work with
me in my class(es)… (choose all that apply)

2002 2005

I do not have parent volunteers in any of my classes. 92% 84%

Chaperone field trips. 3 2

Attend student performances/presentations. 2 2

Support students academically and behaviorally. 0 1

Provide expertise in particular areas. 5 4

Assist with my paperwork. 0 0

Monitor student homework for me. 0 0

Assist in classroom parties for me. 0 0
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Involvement in IEPs

Involvement in IEPs: Items with substantial change  (10% or greater)

Item 43
Involvement in IEPs

I usually discuss IEP related
classroom issues with students who
have disabilities.

6%

46%

49%

10%

35%

55%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

I do not have students with IEPs in my
classroom, or I do not know who they

are.

Yes

No

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02

Item 44
Involvement in IEPs

There is an expectation at our school
that general education teachers
participate in IEP meetings.

10%

66%

18%

6%

0%

7%

40%

21%

29%

3%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Strongly agree

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Percentage of respondents
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Item 45
Involvement in IEPs

Concerning the last Individualized
Education Program (IEP) meeting I
was involved with this year, IÉ

23%

26%

15%

8%

24%

5%

48%

27%

10%

2%

7%

7%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

I have not been involved in a studentÕs
IEP process this year.

Attended 80%-100% of the IEP meeting.

Attended 60%-79% of the IEP meeting.

Attended 40%-59% of the IEP meeting.

Attended 20%-39% of the IEP meeting.

Attended none of the IEP meeting.

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02

Item 46
Involvement in IEPs

For the last IEP I was involved in this
year, IÉ

(choose all that apply)

25%

67%

38%

47%

23%

47%

52%

28%

27%

5%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

I have not been a part of a student’s IEP
process.

Provided observations about the
behavior, social interactions, and

developmental achievements of the
student.

Provided a description of areas of need
and the effect of the disability on

academic and nonacademic
achievements.

Provided test results, including
performance assessments related to

the student.

Provided samples of the student’s work.

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02
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Item 47
Involvement in IEPs

The school principal expects that the
regular education teachers participate
in IEP meetings.

10%

66%

18%

6%

0%

7%

40%

21%

29%

3%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Strongly agree

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02

Involvement in IEPs: All Items

43. I usually discuss IEP related classroom issues
with students who have disabilities

2002 2005

No 55% 49%

Yes 35 46

I do not have students with IEPs in my classroom, or I
do not know who they are.

10 6

Missing 2 2

   

44. There is an expectation at our school that general
education teachers participate in IEP meetings.

2002 2005

Strongly agree 7% 10%

Agree 40 66

Neutral 21 18

Disagree 29 6

Strongly disagree 3 0

Missing 2 3
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45. Concerning the last Individualized Education
Program (IEP) meeting I was involved with this year,
I…

2002 2005

Attended 80%-100% of the IEP meeting. 27% 26%

Attended 60%-79% of the IEP meeting. 10 15

Attended 40%-59% of the IEP meeting. 2 8

Attended 20%-39% of the IEP meeting. 7 24

Attended none of the IEP meeting. 7 5

I have not been involved in a student’s IEP process this
year.

48 23

Missing 1 4

   

46. For the last IEP I was involved in this year, I…
(choose all that apply

2002 2005

Provided observations about the behavior, social
interactions, and developmental achievements of the
student.

52% 67%

Provided a description of areas of need and the effect of
the disability on academic and nonacademic
achievements.

28 38

Provided observations about instructional strategies and
learning environments (such as quiet room or preferred
seating arrangements) that work well for the student.

32 36

Provided test results, including performance assessments
related to the student.

27 47

Provided samples of the student’s work. 5 23

I have not been a part of a student’s IEP process. 47 25

None of the above. 0 1
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47. The school principal expects that the regular
education teachers participate in IEP meetings

2002 2005

Strongly agree 12% 17%

Agree 35 52

Neutral 38 26

Disagree 14 6

Strongly disagree 2 0

Missing 2 2
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Communication with IEP Managers

Communication with IEP Managers: Items with substantial change  (10% or greater)

Item 48
Communication with IEP Managers

This year, my ongoing communication
with the IEP manager with whom I
have had the most recent interaction
occurs aboutÉ

14%

8%

2%

37%

13%

11%

14%

25%

5%

9%

9%

15%

20%

17%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

I have not had student-focused
interaction with an IEP manager this

year.

Daily

Every other day

Once per week

Twice per week

Once per month

Less than once per month

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02
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Item 49
Communication with IEP Managers

My on-going communication with the
IEP manager who was part of the IEP
team that I was last involved with
occurs in the following 2 ways:

(choose only the 2 most frequent)

15%

20%

61%

21%

41%

2%

23%

43%

25%

45%

15%

3%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

I have not had student-focused
communication with an IEP manager this

year.

Unscheduled meetings

Email

Paper correspondence

Scheduled meetings

Phone meetings

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02

Communication with IEP Managers: All Items

48. This year, my ongoing communication with the
IEP manager with whom I have had the most recent
interaction occurs about…

2002 2005

Daily 5% 8%

Every other day 9 2

Once per week 9 37

Twice per week 15 13

Once per month 20 11

Less than once per month 17 14

I have not had student-focused interaction with an IEP
manager this year.

25 14

Missing 1 2
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49. My on-going communication with the IEP
manager who was part of the IEP team that I was
last involved with occurs in the following 2 ways:
(choose only the 2 most frequent)

2002 2005

Unscheduled meetings 43% 20%

Email 25 61

Paper correspondence 45 21

Scheduled meetings 15 41

Phone meetings 3 2

I have not had student-focused communication with an
IEP manager this year.

23 15
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Beliefs About Inclusion

Beliefs About Inclusion: Items with substantial change  (10% or greater)

Item 50
Beliefs About Inclusion

ÒInclusionÓ to me  means that there is
a goal to have Ð

33%

48%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

All students with
disabilities take

some general ed.
classes.

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02

Item 52
Beliefs About Inclusion

I believe, successfully teaching
students with disabilities in general
education classes is (or would be)
challenging because of the following
issues:  (choose all that apply)

19%

12%

15%

70%

33%

27%

28%

58%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

I am not prepared to adequately teach
students with disabilities in general

education classes.

I am not comfortable with how to assign
work to students with disabilities in

general education classes.

I am not comfortable with grading the
performance of students with disabilities

in general education classes.

Class sizes are too large to provide for
adequate individualization of teaching in

general education classes. 

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02
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Beliefs About Inclusion: All Items

50. “Inclusion” to me  means that there is a goal to
have –

2002 2005

All students with disabilities take all general ed. classes. 12% 15%

All students with disabilities take some general ed.
classes.

48 33

Some students with disabilities take all general ed.
classes.

7 12

Some students with disabilities take some general
education classes.

29 37

Other (“the ability to administer spec. ed.). 2 2

I have no idea of what the concept of “Inclusion” means. 2 0

Missing 2 1

   

51. An “Inclusion” initiative, to me, is a – 2002 2005

Special education department initiative. 14% 15%

A general and special education department initiative. 35 36

Whole school initiative. 46 47

I have no idea of what the concept of “Inclusion” means. 2 1

Other. 4 0

Missing 3 1
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52. I believe, successfully teaching students with
disabilities in general education classes is (or would
be) challenging because of the following issues:
(choose all that apply)

2002 2005

I am not prepared to adequately teach students with
disabilities in general education classes.

33% 19%

I do not adequately know how to collaborate with
general educators.

0 1

Sufficient collaboration with general educators requires
more time than there is available.

45 37

Scheduling issues make collaboration with general
educators very difficult.

28 36

There is inconsistency between my expectations and
those of general educators.

18 13

I am not comfortable with how to assign work to
students with disabilities in general education classes.

27 12

I am not comfortable with grading the performance of
students with disabilities in general education classes.

28 15

Class sizes are too large to provide for adequate
individualization of teaching in general education
classes.

58 70

I am/would be largely rendered ineffective in general
education classes by lack of content knowledge.

2 0

There are  not enough special educators to provide
sufficient in-class support to students with disabilities.

35 30

   

53. I believe that students with disabilities slow down
the progress of other students in the classroom

2002 2005

Yes 37% 44%

No 63 56

Missing 1 2
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Collaboration with Special Educators

Collaboration with Special Educators: Items with substantial change  (10% or greater)

Item
Collaboration with Special
Educators

54. The special educator who currently
works with me inside my classroom,
works with me in approximately…

3%

1%

6%

2%

13%

75%

3%

2%

2%

14%

12%

68%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

80-100%of my
classes

60-79% of my
classes

40-59% of my
classes

20-39% of my
classes

1-19% of my
classes

0 of my classes

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02

Item
Collaboration with Special
Educators

55. The special educator who
currently works with me in my
classroom Ð or which whom I have
had the most recent interaction this
year Ð provide me withÉ

19%

23%

27%

33%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35%

Student evaluation
strategies.

Communication-
with-student
strategies.

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02
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Item
Collaboration with Special
Educators

56. The special educator who
currently works with me inside my
classroomÉ

8%

9%

79%

25%

13%

65%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Provide support
only to students
who have IEPs.

Provide tutoring
during the class.

I do not have a
special educator in

my class.

Percentage of respondents

2004-05 2001-02

Collaboration with Special Educators: All Items

Actual Preferred

54. The special educator who currently works with me
inside my classroom, works with me in approximately…

2002 2005 2002 2005

80-100%of my classes 3% 3% 10% 12%

60-79% of my classes 2 1 8 8

40-59% of my classes 2 6 8 15

20-39% of my classes 14 2 28 15

1-19% of my classes 12 13 28 27

0 of my classes 68 75 20 23

Missing 1 5 20 26



High School: SSESS Project:
General Educator Survey Results, 2002 & 2005

43

       
Actual Preferred

55. The special educator who currently works with me in
my classroom – or which whom I have had the most
recent interaction this year – provide me with…

2002 2005 2002 2005

Teaching strategies. 15% 13% 33% 36%

Behavior management strategies. 23 26 32 35

Student evaluation strategies. 27 19 42 30

Communication-with-student strategies. 33 23 33 27

Communication-with-parent strategies. 18 12 18 24

Teaching materials. 8 4 27 20

Advice on modifying the curriculum. 38 30 47 38

Moral support. 42 35 33 33

Assistance with my communication with students. 37 30 33 27

Assistance with my communication with parents. 23 23 22 23

Training in doing physical restraint. 0 0 5 7

I have not had student-focused interaction with a special
educator this year.

25 28 22 23

       
Actual Preferred

56. The special educator who currently works with me
inside my classroom…

2002 2005 2002 2005

Teach 50 of the class 0% 0% 2% 1%

Solo-teach content on an occasional basis 2 1 3 3

Support the teacher by mentoring and monitoring teaching
strategies

3 8 13 10

Provide support only to students who have IEPs 25 8 15 9

Provide support to all students in class 8 8 18 14

Provide tutoring during  the class 13 9 25 14

Assist in monitoring student performance (academic and/or
behavior)

22 13 28 19

I do not have a special educator in my class 65 79 52 54
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Collaboration with Paraprofessionals

Collaboration with Paraprofessionals: Items with substantial change  (10% or
greater)

There are no items within the Collaboration with Paraprofessionals category that showed
change of 10% or more.

Collaboration with Paraprofessionals: All Items

Collaboration With Paraprofessionals

       
Actual Preferred

57. A teacher’s assistant or paraprofessional currently
works with me in approximately…

2002 2005 2002 2005

80-100%of my classes 0% 0% 4% 8%

60-79% of my classes 0 0 2 4

40-59% of my classes 2 2 13 10

20-39% of my classes 5 5 27 13

1-19% of my classes 14 16 16 23

0 of my classes 80 77 39 42

Missing 1 5 4 15
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Actual Preferred

58. The paraprofessional or teacher assistant who
currently works with me in my class…

2002 2005 2002 2005

I do not have a paraprofessional/teaching assistant who
works with me inside my classroom

75% 79% 53% 51%

Assists me in monitoring student performance (academic
and/or behavioral)

12 7 22 16

Provides support to all students in the class 3 2 12 16

Provides tutoring during the class 7 5 18 14

Supports me by mentoring and monitoring teaching
strategies

2 5 8 8

Provides support only to students who have IEPs 12 10 13 14

Teachers 50 of our class 0 0 0 1

Solo teaches content on an occasional basis 3 0 3 0


